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HIST 193.3 The Conquest of 1759: War, Memory and History 

St. Peters College – Department of History 

 
Instructor:  Dr. Jason Zorbas 

Class Time: Thurs., 1-3:50 

Phone:  306-220-1675 

Email:  jason.zorbas@usask.ca 

 
The St. Peter’s College campus is situated on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. 

We pay our respects to the First Nations and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our 

relationship with one another. 

 

Introduction            

The Conquest of 1759 is one of the most important events in Canadian history and often one of 

the least understood.  Its impact was felt by Aboriginal peoples, English and French colonists 

alike and continues to echo into the present.  This course will examine the Conquest from various 

different perspectives, including political, military, cultural and societal views.  It will also 

explore the manner in which the Conquest has entered historical memory and become a source of 

historiographical controversy.  The course will consist of a small and large written assignment as 

well as a midterm and final exam.  Students will be expected to attend the lectures and read the 

assigned readings from the textbooks. 

 

Lectures (The readings are in parentheses)        

Sept. 7  Introduction – First Nations Pre-Contact (1-27) 

 

Sept. 14 First Nations and Europeans (27-51)/Essay Workshop 

 

Sept. 21 Years of Conflict (52-78) 

 

Sept. 28 The Seven Years War (79-106) 

 

Oct. 5  Brilliant Strategy or Dumb Luck? The Battle of the Plains of Abraham 

Olson et al, “Perfect Tide, Ideal Moon: An Unappreciated Aspect of Wolfe's 

Generalship at Québec, 1759” The William and Mary Quarterly 

Vol. 59, No. 4 (Oct., 2002), pp. 957-974 

Essay Proposal Due 

 

Oct. 12 The Ohio River Valley Campaign and the Nature of Warfare in mid-18th Century 

North America  

 Matthew C. Ward, “The European Method of Warring Is Not Practiced Here': 

The Failure of British Military Policy in the Ohio Valley, 1755-1759”  

War in History  Vol. 4 No. 3, pp. 247-263 

 

Oct. 19  Why Did France Lose?  Interpreting the Historical Record 

Ian Kenneth Steele, “The End of New France: Falling with Gravity” Reviews in 

American History Vol. 44, No. 1, March 2016 

 

Oct. 26  MID-TERM 

 

Nov. 2  British North America in 1763 (107-122) 
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Nov. 9  First Nations and the Conquest 

 Alain Beaulieu, "An equitable right to be compensated": The Dispossession of 

the Aboriginal Peoples of Quebec and the Emergence of a New Legal Rationale 

(1760-1860) The Canadian Historical Review, Vol.94, No. 1, Mar 2013 

 

Nov. 16 No Class - Term Break 

 

Nov. 23 Impact of the Conquest (122-148) 

 Essay Due 

 

Nov. 30 The Conquest and the Rebellions (184-208) 

 

Dec. 7 Review 

 

Textbook             

Blake et al, Conflict & Compromise: Pre-Confederation Canada, University of Toronto Press: 

Toronto, 2017 

 

Division of Marks           

Essay Proposal  15% 

Mid-Term Exam 15% 

Essay   35% 

Final Exam  35% 

 

Important Dates           

Oct. 5  Essay Proposal Due 

Oct. 26  Mid-Term  

Nov. 23  Essay Due  

 

Contact            
There are a number of different ways to contact me, specifically email, call or text.  Please note 

that when emailing or texting be sure to identify yourself.  Also, read the email etiquette guide 

that is in the file section of PAWS. My cell phone number is 306-220-1675.  If I miss your call it 

will generally be returned during the day (9-5) so leave a phone number and time that works.  As 

well, feel free to text at the same number. 

 

Essay Proposal           

The first assignment you are required to complete is an essay proposal for your research essay 

(see the “Research Essay” section below).  The proposal should be approximately 150-250 words 

and include a paragraph describing your topic. In the paragraph(s) you will use citations (Chicago 

Manuel of Style, specifically footnotes) and have a minimum of two.  As well, the proposal must 

include a tentative thesis statement, a list of the points that will be used to support your argument 

and a list of at least four strong sources.  Hand in a hard copy in class and email me a copy.  

We’ll talk about the proposal in detail and a sample will be handed out during the Essay 

Workshop. 

 

Essay                 

The main writing component of this course is a research paper.  Students are encouraged to 

choose a topic that interests them and a list of topics is provided at the end of the syllabus.  The 

essay should be about 7-10 pages (approximately 2000-2500 words) in length.  You are expected 

to use at least four different academic sources in your essay and use Chicago Manuel of Style 
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footnotes for your citations.  Finally remember that all research essays must have a point, which 

is your thesis.  You are not simply telling a story, but presenting a sophisticated argument that 

you are backing up using specific evidence.  Try to avoid topics that are too narrow or too broad 

and, most importantly, choose something that you will enjoy researching. Good luck! 

 

Late Penalty             

If an assignment is late it will be given an automatic 10% penalty and the last day to submit it will 

be one week after the due date. 

 

Notes on the Midterm          

The midterm exam is designed to be a smaller version of the final exam, so that you have a sense 

of the style of questions and the marking criteria before you write the final.  You will notice that 

when you receive your midterm back that there is only a mark on each question, although many 

of you will have a few notes beside the mark.  This is because we will take up the midterm 

together in class, where common problems with the answers will be provided as well as what 

many of you did right and wrong.  After we have taken up the midterm, if you still have questions 

concerning how you can improve your midterm or why you received the grade you did, please do 

not hesitate to come and see me and we can discuss it. 

 

Potential Essay Subjects          

IMPORTANT NOTE: These are suggested topics that are designed to help you formulate an 

argument.  Even when you compare and contrast or describe you must still have an argument. 

 Why did the French lose the Seven Years War 

 What were the effects of the conquest? 

 What role did Aboriginal people play in the war? 

 What were the factors that Britain took into consideration when determining how post-

Conquest British North American would function? 

 What were the most important events of the war? 

 What were the origins of the war? 

A topic of your choosing, selected after consultation with me.  

 

Academic Dishonesty          

Honesty and integrity are expected in class participation, examinations, assignments, patient care 

and other academic work. 

 Perform your own work unless specifically instructed otherwise. 

 Use your own work to complete assignments and exams. 

 Cite the source when quoting or paraphrasing someone else's work. 

 Follow examination rules. 

 Be truthful on all university forms. 

 Discuss with your professor if you are using the same material for assignments in two 

different courses. 

 Discuss with your professor if you have any questions about whether sources require 

citation. 

 Use the same standard of honesty with fellow students, lab instructors, teaching 

assistants, sessional instructors and administrative staff as you do with faculty. 


